PRIMEAU® GUITAR

Jazz Comping 10: Drop-2 Inversions On the Middle
Strings

Chords need not always be voiced with the root in the bass. When a chord tone
other than the root is placed in the bass, we refer to the voicing as an inversion. If the
third is in the bass, we refer to it as first inversion. If the fifth is in the bass, we refer to
it as second inversion. If the seventh is in the bass, we refer to it as third inversion.
To signify an inversion, we write the chord name followed by a slash and the pitch that
is in the bass, i.e. C major 7 in first inversion is written as Cmaj7/E.

Let’s begin our study of inversions by learning to build inversions for drop-2
chords on the middle four strings based on our knowledge of the CAGED system. The
root and bass not of each chord is provided. Use the pitch in the bass to identify the
inversion and the write the appropriate chord symbol above the diagram. Then use
your knowledge of the CAGED scales to fill in the missing chord tones. All four chord
tones should be present in each voicing. The root position voicings are already
complete.
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