
Jazz Comping 9: Adding Tensions to Fifth-String 

Rooted Shell Voicings 

	 Let’s continue adding tensions to shell voicings. We’ll start by learning the 
applicable compound intervals from a fifth-string root.


 root     b9        9   #9 

x⒊xx1x x⒊xx2x x⒊xx3x x⒊xx4x 
         11              #11              b13   13     

x⒊xxx1 x⒊xxx2 x⒊xxx4 x⒊xxx5 
	 Let’s use this information to draw the following chords. You can add the root on 
the B string to accommodate some tensions. You can cross out any existing “x”’s from 
on the B and high E strings (they are an artifact of the tablature font).

	 	 


	 	 	 	        maj7(9)             maj7(9/#11)


x⒊24xx x⒊24xx 



	 	 	     min7(9)  min7(11)       min7(9/11)


x⒊13xx x⒊13xx x⒊13xx 
	 7(b9)         7(9)         7(#9)        7(b9/#11)    7(b9/b13)


x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx 
       7(9/#11)               7(9/b13)       7(9/13)        7(#9/#11)    7(#9/b13)


x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx x⒊23xx 


