
Jazz Comping 8: Adding Tensions to Six-String 

Rooted Shell Voicings 

	 Shell voicings can be used to provide scaffolding for more complex chords. 
Since the B and E strings are available, compound intervals can be added on these 
strings to create tensions. Learning the compound intervals shapes for each root is the 
first step. Let’s start with sixth-string rooted shapes.


	 	      

11              #11	 	  (5th)  	       b13     13 

⒊xxx1x ⒊xxx2x ⒊xxx3x ⒊xxx4x ⒊xxx5x 
 b9                  9                  #9 

⒊xxxx4 ⒊xxxx5 ⒉xxxx5 
	 Let’s use this information to draw the following chords. You can add the fifth on 

the B string to accommodate some tensions on the high E string. You can cross out 
any existing “x”’s on the B and E strings (they are an artifact of the tablature font).




      	           maj7(#11)        maj7(13)      maj7(9)          maj7(9/13)


⒊x44xx .⒊x44xx ⒊x44xx ⒊x44xx 
       min7(11)         min7(9) 

⒊x33xx ⒊x33xx 
         7(#11)        7(b13)    7(13) 7(b9)        7(9) 

⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx 
 




     7(b9/b13)    7(9/b13) 7(#9/b13)        7(9/b13)    7(#9/b13)


⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒉x23xx ⒉x23xx ⒉x23xx    
	 	 7(b9/13)                7(9/13)    7(b9/#11)            7(9/#11)


⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx ⒊x34xx 


