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Jazz Comping 7: Shell Voicings

Sixth String Shell Voicings
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Fifth String Shell Voicings
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Shell voicings are a fundamental harmonic concept with many applications to
jazz accompaniment. By stripping seventh chords to the root and guide tones (the 3rd
and 7th), we are left with only the essential chord tones. This allows guitar players
avoid clashing with other accompaniment instrument when playing in larger

ensembles. But, as we shall see later, shell voicings also provide a foundation for
adding tensions to harmonies.
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